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DETAILED ACTION 



1. This communication is responsive to the Appeal Brief, filed 10/19/06. Claims 23-31 are 
pending in this communication, and this office action is made non-final. 

2. Reopening of Prosecution After Appeal Brief or Reply Brief 

In view of the Appeal Brief filed on 10/19/06, PROSECUTION IS HEREBY 
REOPENED. The new ground(s) of rejection are set forth below. 

To avoid abandonment of the application, appellant must exercise one of the following 
two options: 

(1) file a reply under 37 CFR 1 . 1 1 1 (if this Office action is non-final) or a reply under 37 
CFR 1.113 (if this Office action is final); or, 

(2) initiate a new appeal by filing a notice of appeal under 37 CFR 41.31 followed by an 
appeal brief under 37 CFR 41.37. The previously paid notice of appeal fee and appeal brief fee 
can be applied to the new appeal. If, however, the appeal fees set forth in 37 CFR 41 .20 have 
been increased since they were previously paid, then appellant must pay the difference between 
the increased fees and the amount previously paid. 

A Supervisory Patent Examiner (SPE) has approved of reopening prosecution by signing 

below: 

Specification 

3. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) arid MPEP § 608:01(o). Correction of the 
following is required: a computer readable medium as claimed in claims 28 and 31 is not 
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specifically defined what exactly the computer readable medium is from a list of hardware and 
devices listed in the specification (pages 18-19). The claim or claims must conform to the 
invention as set forth in the remainder of the specification and the terms and phrase used in the 
claims must find clear support or antecedent basis in the description so that the meaning of the 
terms in the claims may be ascertainable by reference to the description. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claims 23-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Monty et al. 
("Monty", U.S. Patent No. 5,799,070). 

As to claim 23, Monty shows a scanning method, comprising: 

displaying a user interface (fig. 1 shows the front panel 10 of the fax machine using the 
programmed dialing the fax numbers, e.g., col. 3 lines 28-33) from which one or more of 
multiple destination devices (the receiving fax, e.g., col. 3, lines 40-45) may be selected to 
receive data from an input peripheral having a scanning capability (the fax machine will make 
the connection with the receiving fax and scanning the document when the receiving fax is 
ready, e.g., col. 3 lines 27-48); 

the input peripheral notifying a selected destination device that the device has been 
selected to receive data (e.g., col. 3 lines 40-44); 
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in response to the notifying, the selected destination device requesting that the input 
peripheral begin transmitting data to the selected destination device (e.g., col. 3 lines 30-67); 

in response to the requesting, the input peripheral scanning a document and transmitting 
data representing the document to the selected destination device (Monty clearly teaches that the 
input device/fax only start scanning and transmitting the document when the destination device 
is ready/established to receive scanned/faxed data, e.g., col. 3 lines 35-48). 

As to claim 24, Monty shows the method wherein the input peripheral comprises a 
scanner or a multifunction peripheral (fax machine, e.g., col. 3 lines 44-48). 

As to claim 25, Monty shows the method further comprising displaying a user interface 
from which a resource on one or more of the multiple destination devices may be selected to 
receive data from the input peripheral and wherein the input peripheral scanning a document and 
transmitting data representing the document to the selected destination device comprises the 
input peripheral scanning the document and transmitting date representing the document to a 
resource on the selected destination device selected to receive data from the input peripheral 
(Monty shows that the user can dial the fax number (a resource) from the front panel/user 
interface 10, e.g., col. 3 lines 28-42, and fig, 1). 

As to claim 26, Monty shows the method wherein the resource comprises an application 
program, a telephone number for a facsimile transmission of the data (programmed dial stored 
numbers in memory, e.g., col. 3 lines 30, and 49-62); Monty also teach an email address to send 
the data (column 3, lines 35-48). 

As to claim 27, Monty shows scanning method, comprising: 
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displaying a user interface from which one or more of multiple destination devices (Note 
the rejection of claim 23 above) may be selected to receive data from an input peripheral having 
a scanning capability and from which a resource on one or more of the multiple destination 
devices may be selected to receive data from the input peripheral (Monty shows that the user can 
dial the fax number (the resource) from the front panel/user interface 10, e.g., col. 3 lines 28-42, 
and fig. 1) may be selected to receive data from an input peripheral having a scanning capability 
(the fax machine will make the connection with the receiving fax and scanning the document 
when the receiving fax is ready, e.g., col. 3 lines 27-48); 

the input peripheral notifying a selected destination device that the device and a resource 
on the device have been selected to receive data (e.g., col. 3 lines 40-44); 

in response to the notifying, the selected destination device acknowledging a notification 
from the input peripheral (e.g., col. 3 lines 30-67); and 

in response to an acknowledgement from the selected destination device, the input 
peripheral scanning a document and transmitting date representing the document to a resource on 
the selected destination device selected to receive data from the input peripheral (Monty clearly 
teaches that the input device/fax only start scanning and transmitting the document when the 
destination device is ready/established to receive scanned/faxed data, e.g., col. 3 lines 35-48). 

As to claims 28-31, they are the equivalent claims to method claims 23-25, and 27 
respectively and are rejected under a similar rationale. 

Conclusion 



Application/Control Number: 09/944,659 
Art Unit: 2179 



Page 6 



6. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 



examiner should be directed to True T. Chuong whose telephone number is 571-272-4134. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-Th and alternate Fridays 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on (571) 272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9 1 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 57 1 -272- 1 000. 

True T. Chuong 



01/19/07 
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